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Highlighting Our Outside Gardens
and Our New Hallway Murals

Mission Statement
The mission of Council Gardens is to provide high quality affordable housing and a full array of
supportive and life enrichment services, so that our low to moderate income elderly residents are
able to age in place in the community with comfort, dignity and a strong sense of personal worth.
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About Council Gardens

Since our founding in 1962 by the National Council of Jewish Women, Cleveland
Section, Council Gardens has provided senior adults with quality housing and life
enrichment programming. As a partner with the US Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), Council Gardens receives operating subsidies that allow
quality housing at an affordable cost. Rentals are available for low and moderate
income households in which at least one member is 62 years old and for mobility
impaired adults under 62. The income limit this year for a one person household is
$36,300; the income limit for a two person household is $41,500.

Council Gardens features country living in the city. Our 122 apartment units located
in one mid-rise and eight garden buildings are surrounded by manicured lawns and
hedges, flower and vegetable gardens, patios, trees, benches, a pet play area, and a
fruit orchard. All buildings are connected by glass-enclosed breezeways alive with
plants year round. Adjacent to our 7.5 acre property in Cleveland Heights is a newly
developed townhouse community and the Cleveland Heights fire station.

Council Gardens’ urban farm and resident gardening programs are in full bloom
again this year. Through a collaborative effort of the residents and staff, we have
developed a shared harvest project of organic fruit, vegetables, and berries grown by
and for the residents. Gardens are blooming inside as well as outside. Two artists
from the Cleveland Institute of Art are creating garden murals in our lobby and on
the walls in the garden corridors. It is a joy for staff, tenants, and visitors to watch
our walls flower.

Facility Improvements

This year we expanded the gardens under the building windows, added a tot
playground, installed new locks on all of the unit and entry doors, installed a new
secure front entry system, and upgraded the electrical service in each garden unit. We
are looking forward to major improvements that will begin this summer with funds
from our Green Retrofit Program Grant — see the next section.






